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Rene’s Tucano

Thank you Rene for the write up and photos of this           
beautifully finished large model. 



The Tucano is an ARF ¼ scale kit by Phoenix    
Models based in Vietnam, marketed also as a the 
Volcano. 

Specifications of my model are as follow: 

Wingspan: 2567mm (101in)  

Length: 2190mm (86.2 in) 

Flying weight: 16kg 

Wing area: 101 dm2 

Wing loading: 99g/dm2 

Covering type: Genuine ORACOVER® 

Retract gear type: Air-retracts as supplied with 
kit  with Dreamworks trailing link struts, Intairco 
pneumatic brakes and wheels. 

Radio: JR 12X with Spektrum 12ch Rx, PowerBox 
Sensor switch,  

2x A123 6.6v x 2500mah Rx batteries/3000mah 
Life ECU battery/7.4v x 2100mah lights 

8 Hitec digital hi-torque servos: 2 aileron; 2 flap; 2 
elevator; 1 rudder; 1 steering nose. 

Jet-tronics electronic valves on retracts and brakes 

Full UniLight aircraft lighting system navigation, 
anti-collision and landing. 

Engine: Wren 44 Turboprop gas turbine 
7.5HP/5.6kW @ 195,000 RPM using 176mls fpm. 

Propeller: 3 blade 22x10 Carbon fibre Mejzlik prop 
running at 6500 RPM 

Plane type: Scale Military  

The Tucano was primarily designed for a 50-60cc 
gas engine however I saw the potential to convert 
to turboprop as my Wren 44 is equivalent to 75cc 
so the fit was perfect power wise. Having retired 
the Fletcher the TP was awaiting a new airframe 
and the Tucano lines and performance aerobatically 
really took my fancy! 

Wayne Bilham as usual came to my rescue and   
rebuilt the firewall forward to suit the TP otherwise 
the rest of the aircraft is stock standard out of the 
box. Tarquin my “satanic mechanic” took care of 
equipment install and setup. 

As the aircraft weighs in at 16kg fuelled (1.5L of 
JetA1) it is a Cat 1 certified aircraft under the MFNZ 
Large model rules. Being well familiar with the  
process involved it was a simple process to go thru 
the certification process. As I’m also the LM      
controller it’s important that I walk the walk as well 
as talk the talk so my large models get scrutinised 
to an even higher degree than most…as with any 
ARF we can only inspect what can be seen but this 
aircraft after some 30 odd flights is proving to be a 
sound design and airframe. 

This aircraft not only looks superb but it’s flying 
characteristics are equally superb, the handling in 
the air is precise and smooth very similar to flying a 
nice pattern aircraft.  

Landing with the huge flap area is a breeze 
(mostly) however the aircraft slows up surprising 
quick and can catch you out if you slip behind the 
power curve. 

If you can get your hands on one I highly          
recommend it 
as a great 
s po r t / s c a l e 
model and 
fitted with a 
55cc gasser 
fly just as 
good as the 
TP version! 
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From the Editors Desk 

 

 

Spring has arrived, the daffodils have finished and now summer 
colour is beginning to show - the plants know it is summer time 
but the wind man is still working on it.  At least daylight saving 
is here and it is time Ivan took over the cooking—bbq style!  

Many thanks to those who have sent through stuff for this    
edition, the Around the Workshops is a good way to let others 
know where you are up to with your project.  A couple of    
photos and a note to say what you are building is interesting to 
club members.  Please do not hesitate to send them anytime 
during the month.  I appreciate knowing that there are a couple 
of pages filled before I deadline. 

Many thanks to a friend for a couple of magazines, 1951 and 
1981.  Interesting to see evolution of the sport in those 30 
years and of course the next 30 has and will be enormous. I 
will use some adverts from these publications to fill spaces as 
required.     

Remember to be aware of models around you, both those on 
the ground and in the air.   It is common sense to think about 
that plane coming into land — and electric models are almost 
as quiet as dead stick, and sorry guys but your hearing ain’t 
what it used to be.  Take care out there. 

Happy Landings, Linda 

Linda Lambess,  
115 Tiro Tiro Road, Levin.  

Ph 06 2102910, 0212106139 — editors email 

Our son took my 8 year old girl to the office 
with him on, “Take Your Kid to Work Day”.  
 

As they walked around the office, she     
started crying, so he asked what was wrong 
with her. 
 

As my colleagues gathered round she 
sobbed: “But daddy where are all the clowns 
you said you worked with?” 

A truck loaded with Vicks vapour rub 

overturned on the highway. 

Amazing, there was no congestion for 

eight hours. 

Blonde joke that you’ve probably never  
heard before. 
After becoming very frustrated with the 
attitude of one of the shopkeepers, the 
young blond declared, “well, then, 
maybe I’ll just go out and catch my 
own alligator and get a pair of alligator 
shoes for free!” 
The shopkeeper replied with a sly 
smile, “well, little lady, why don’t you 
go give it a try?” 
The blond headed off to the swamp, 
determined to catch an alligator.  Later 
in the day, the shopkeeper was driving 
home and spotted the young woman 
standing waist-deep in the murky     
water, shotgun in hand. 
He saw a huge 9-foot gator swimming 
rapidly toward her. With lightning     
reflexes, the blond took aim, shot the 
creature and hauled it up onto the   
slippery bank. 
Nearby were 7 more dead gators all 
lying belly up. The shopkeeper 
watched in amazement as the blond 
struggled with the gator. Then, rolling 
her eyes, she screamed in frustration… 
“CRAP!! THIS ONE’S BAREFOOT 
TOO!!!” 

mailto:editor@aeroneers.com?subject=from%20editors%20desk
mailto:editor@aeroneers.com?subject=from%20editors%20desk


Bad weather again forced the cancellation of our  
Vintage Competition for September. 

 

With only two rounds to go for the year, it is still close for the top three spots. 
Tama, Ladderman and Greg head the field, but are still catchable! Remember that 
everyone will drop their worst score for the season to determine who comes out on 
top. 
 

See you all on October 13th,  
Philip. 

Vintage Year to Date Results —Looks like you need to Watch this Space! 
Vintage Year to Date  Feb March April May June July August Sept Oct Nov  

Tama Randell    592 541 595 596 555 -     2879 

Bruce Woodfield   538 595 520 596  519  -         2768 

Greg Findon    556 508 518 554  568  -         2704 

Phil Pearpoint  448 590 491 571 595 -     2695 

Mike Randell   531 347 542 572  575  -         2567 

Bruce Mckay       551 539 - 584 580 -     2254 

Flemming Ravn  538 - 452 549 539 -     2078 

Peter Vining    546 -  - 591  545  -         1682 

Brad Pearpoint - 571 - - 572 -     1143 

Kevin Burrows 487 -  -  -  -  -         487 

Wayne Bilham - - - - 347 -     347 
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Aeroneers Vintage report   September  
2019 

Submitted by Phil Pearpoint 
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Club Captain’s Report 
Geoff Hall 

Well the weather this month has not been the 
best……. Could say plain terrible.  
 

Although Sunday 22 was ok for flying on that day I 
took my daughter to Wellington airport so missed 
out flying at Spur road hope those that did fly had 
a good day. 
 

 I have flown at Woodville on a couple of Saturdays 
this month which has allowed me to test fly the 
RV8 and all went well with the plane. Its defiantly 
does not have aerobatic performance but does fly 
well and landing with flaps is defiantly great as the 
plane is no light weight.  
 

So if anyone is keen to fly Saturdays give me a call. 
You will have received and read  your MFW       
magazine a couple of weeks ago and no doubt 
seen the picture and read the story about John Isitt 
…………………………..ouch not good. 

I believe this maybe why MFNZ are looking at bring 
in a 5 metre spacing between the pilots flight line 
and the runway  guess it will give a bit more     
clearance for pilots if things go wrong. 
 

Well that’s about it for now and hoping for better 
weather soon. See you at the field 

Next  
Vintage 

Competition 
13 October 
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Aeroneers 2 metre glider report  
 1 September  

2019 

Submitted by Ladderman 

6 

October Next  
2 metre glider  
competitions  

6 October 
weather permitting. 

Pilot 3 minutes 4 minutes 5 minutes Score –
possible 

870 

Year to date  

Philip Pearpoint   3:00 - 50 2.27 - 50 5:03 - 50 774 5167 1 

Wayne Bilham 3:00 - 50 3:38 - - 4:24 - - 712 1794 10 

Flemming Ravn 1:34 - 50 3:28 - 50 3:54 - 50 686 4929 2 

Bruce Ladderman 2:38 - 50 3:35 - 50 2:48 - - 641 3692 4 

Bruce McKay 1:45 - 50 2:28 - - 3:42 - 50 575 3252 6 

Peter Vining 2:12 - 50 2:21 - 50 2:07 - 50 550 3991 3 

Greg Findon 1:37 - - 2:12 - 50 3:34 - 50 543 2910 7 

Merv Matthews 1:50 - - 2:24 - - 1:48 - - 362 2240 8 

Mike Randell     3688 5 

Bruce Dix     1837 9 

Brad Pearpoint     510 11 

Len Ruby     298 12 

Bruce Fryer     227 13 

The Club's Vista is always ready and available 
for use by anyone who wants to participate in 

the competition.   
The Vista can be used by several members on 
any one day and also by any member whose 
own Glider is not flyable for a second or third 

Reminder! 

Sunday the first of September - the first day of 
Spring.  Yippee. And a perfect day it was - hopefully 
the herald of three seasons of perfect flying weather.  
 
Eight keen members gathered beside the landing   
circle anticipating very nice gliding conditions and 
some   excellent times. 
 
A moderate northerly breeze developed for the     
purpose of blowing the released parachute over the 
runway, and some nice white fluffy cumuli            
accumulated and tempted the hopeful, but decent lift 
was hard to find.  Only Philip's Spirit managed to dally 
aloft while his timer counted up to five minutes. 
 
The good pilots did badly while the better pilots did 
worse and Flemming has handed his YTD lead to  
Philip who has not missed one circle landing this year 
1050 points = 20% of his total. 



Have been slowly plugging away at the Typhoon.  I 
got the cockpit all installed and was happy with the 
result there.  I glued on and faired in the canopy 
and for good measure glued clear plastic over the 
wingtip and landing lights on the wing.   
 

Much sanding later I was happy with the surface 
over the whole airframe, so it was time to start on 
the panel lines...  I got some 1/64” chart tape from 
Amazon and using my 3-view drawing as a         
reference I carefully laid out over the whole       
airframe before spraying a generous layer of primer 
over everything.  I had to be careful with the spray 
gun and lay a heavy coat in line with the tape first 
instead of across it, other wise I would blow the 
tape right off the surface!  I had a similar issue 
when it came to sanding the primer off again, I had 
to be very gently or I would pull the tape out and 
risk sanding out the detail.  It took time but we got 
there in the end.  Once the tape is removed it 
leaves a small groove on the surface. 
 

The last bit I’ve been working on lately is the ex-
haust stubs.  I decided it didn’t want them to look 
like they were stuck on the outside of the cowling.  
To achieve that I cut out the area that the exhausts 
come through then glued and fibre glassed a false 
panel about 3mm inside the cowl.  When I got the 
cockpit parts I also had 12 exhaust stubs 3d     
printed.  These have been painted and will be 
glued and screwed to that false panel prior to 
painting.  This is because all the documentation I 
have shows that the exhausts got painted when 
the camouflage was added.  
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Winter build challenge  -  
Graham Job 

“Only a few details left now before  
I can get painting!” 
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Around the Workshops 

This is my recent $150 purchase off 
Trade Me minus an engine.  
 
The photos tell the story but basically it 
was a "used" 60 size "Ugly Stik". Some 
minor repairs were required plus the 
installation of another engine. 
 
Rod Watt had the perfect solution      
sitting in his cupboard namely a 22 year 
old brand new in the box "Irvine 60"     
2 stroke and I jumped at the chance to 
install it in the "Ugly Stik". 

This engine started first flick and runs like     
clockwork just needs to be run in before 
test flight when the weather warms up 
for us old fellars, ha ha.  Kevin 

Kevin’s Ugly Stik 
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Death of a Mustang 

And a very lucky escape 
The battery did not 

ignite in Ivan’s hands 
while carrying it back 

from the crash. 

He had not placed it in 
the back of the ute 
and started driving 

home. 

There was dry dirt to 
throw the smoking 

battery onto before it 
ignited. 

Remember 
to  

take care  
with  

batteries! 
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Bits and Bobs 

Check out our website for updates on 
events, field conditions. 

https://www.aeroneers.com/ 

 

Remember 
to keep  

batteries, fuel  
electrics, and  
foamies cool. 

Congratulations  
Brad on  

obtaining your  
Private Pilots  

Licence. Driving past I did do a double 

take.  It has been windy!!!! 

https://www.aeroneers.com/
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Around the Workshops 
Ivan’s DC3 goes  

undercover 

A beautiful calm sunny day and it was 
finally painting time.  Ivan busy with the 
sandpaper while Colin applied the many 

layers of undercoat 

If you spend your days watching vapour trails 

you are in danger of being labelled as a little 
odd. 
 

However, in some cases, you might be rewarded 

with something spectacular. 
 

Such was the case for Brisbane-based photogra-

pher and aviation enthusiast ePixel Aerospace. 
 

Capturing the image of Qatar Airway's Boeing 
777 service from Doha to Auckland the          

conditions were just so that the vapour trails – 

or contrails – caught the late winter light in a 
spectacular way. 
 

Travelling at a height of over 9,000 m at a speed 
of 793 kph the conditions were just right for 

what the photographer called "most spectacular 

rainbow contrails I have yet seen." 
 

Photographer Michael Marston described the scene as a 

"dazzling display of colour after the plane had crossed 

overhead and was closer to the Sun. 
 

"The seeing conditions were just about perfect on the 

day, being in Winter with slightly cooler conditions and 

little air disturbance looking directly upwards to 9.3 km." 
More beautiful aerial photos taken by ePixel Aerospace 

and their incredibly long lenses can be seen on their  
facebook page. 
 

These rainbow contrails are difficult to see with the     

naked eye, and require perfect lighting conditions. They 

have nothing to do with plane exhaust fumes, but     
instead an unexpected property of aerodynamics. 
 

Formed by the wings of planes at high altitude, the    

vapour trails appear when air pressure falls having been 
displaced by the plane and causing moisture to          

condensate and freeze into a trail of fine droplets and 
ice crystals. 
 

This trail can act as a prism refracting light into        

spectacular rainbow colours, providing a light show for 
those below. 
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Checking out Flying, Levin 

If you are looking at coming down to Levin for a fly— 
check out the new weather station. 

 
https://holfuy.com/en/weather/1073  

 
Big brother is now watching!   

https://holfuy.com/en/weather/1073
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School holidays and  more 
kids out on the rural roads 

please take care when driv-
ing to and from the field.  

Please stick to 60 kms down 
Spur Rd . 

Water slide 
transfer 

Simple to apply 
Long lasting 

Decals 

A4 sheet — $10.00 
6 — large 7.5 cm decals 
5 — medium 5 cm decals 
23 — small 2.5 cm decals 

A6 sheet — $5.00 
2 — large 6 cm decals 

3 — medium 4 cm decals 
5 — small 2.5 cm decals 

Order from Flemming Ravn,  
ravnf@outlook.com 
Collect at flying field. 

      
Wanted—photos, articles, letters to the editor, links to 

articles or videos, jokes — ANYTHING! 
 

Everyone of you have a story  -  
 

What project are you working on? 
 

Is there anything interesting you have read online that 
you should share with your fellow modellers? 

 
Email: editor@aeroneers.com 

ALIVE
ALIVE
ALIVE   

DEAD
DEAD
DEAD   

To all club members having a  
birthday this month. 

Remember to keep clear and communicate 

mailto:editor@aeroneers.com
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PNA Events 
November 

Check our website for update information:  

Click here:  www.aeroneers.com 

October 
1 October - October Servo Chatter will be                          
  online  

6 October - 2 metre gliders  

13 October - Tomboy and vintage  

20 October - Radian, cub and scale  

27 October - Assassin and combat  

28 October - Labour Day 

31 October - Deadline Servo Chatter  

1 November - November Servo Chatter will be 
  online 

8 November - 2 metre gliders 

15 November - Tomboy and vintage 

22 November - Radian, cub and scale 

29 November - Assassin and combat 

29 November - Deadline Servo Chatter 
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Events 
 

 

Large Model Events 
 
New Plymouth MAC 
9th & 10 November 2019 
Steve Blackman 
shb@xtra.co.nz 
 

Non-members and turbine 
powered aircraft are      

welcome. 
 

Event fees are: 
Members $10 
Non-members $20 

http://www.aeroneers.com
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Palmerston North Aeroneers 
Important information 

President: 
Mike Randell 
president@aeroneers.com 
 

Vice President: 
Rene Redmond 
Phone 021 2452729  
vicepresident@aeroneers.com 
 

Treasurer: 
Tama Randell 
Phone 027 2920363 
treasurer@aeroneers.com 
 

Secretary  
Bruce Withell 
Phone 358 3202 
secretary@aeroneers.com 
 

Club Captain: 
Geoff Hall 
Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com 
 

Webmaster: 
Tama Randell 
Phone 027 2920363 
 

Servo Chatter Editor 
and Website Updates 
Linda Lambess - Phone 06 2102910, 021 2106139 
editor@aeroneers.com 
 

Committee: 
Phil Pearpoint  - Phone 06 323 9093 
Hamish Loveridge –Phone 027 460 3848 
Len Ruby  
Peter Vining - Phone 027 443 2378 
Barry Parker  
 

Club address—club no longer has a P.O. Box number 
 

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com                                                             
Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com 

 
Club Flying Site: 

End of Spur Road West, Colyton. 

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not           
necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every 
care is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be       
responsible for the content of advertisements or any material 
contained  therein. The editor reserves the right of publication. 

Senior Membership $88 NZMAA affiliation + $72 
club membership = $160  

Family Membership $93 NZMAA affiliation + $72 
club membership = $165 

Junior (under 18) $25 NZMAA affiliation + $20 club 
membership = $45 

Associate $40 

Associate Flying $72 

MFW Associate $25 + $25 club sub +$50 

 
Subs are per annum.  
 

Please pay any committee member or online to 
Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00  Palmerston 
North Aeroneers.   Don’t forget to include your 
name in the details box.  
 

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise   
Tama of your payment. 

 

You need to be a paid member to fly at the  
club airfield. 

 

The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the 
NZMAA prior to March 31 to ensure all club      
members are covered by the MFNZ public liability 
insurance. 

Annual Club Subscriptions The Committee 

http://www.aeroneers.com
mailto:aeroneers@aeroneers.com
mailto:treasurer@aeroneers.com

